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we know from Spenser's line {Colin Clout), 
" Urania, sister unto Astrof ell." 

In "The Countesse of Pembrokes Arcadia" 
we cannot fail to wish to understand allusions 
to herself and to her lovers. The Countess in 
1593 expanded one of these allusions (p. 564), 
giving herself the end of the first book. Was 
she here restoring or innovating? 

It is to be hoped that M. Feuillerat, in an 
ensuing volume, will make complete this highly 
desirable and well begun first edition of the 
entire works of Sidney. 

Pbbct W. Long. 

Harvard University. 



The Ggngu-Hrolfssaga. A Study in Old Norse 
Philology. By Jacob Wittmbe Hartmann. 
(Columbia University Dissertation. 1912.) 
116 p. 

It is to be stated with regret that this treatise 
does not add much to our knowledge of this 
entertaining and fantastic Fornaldarsaga. For 
one thing, the weight of the investigation is 
placed altogether on the wrong side — the his- 
toric-geographic, — whereas it is perfectly evi- 
dent that it ought to have been laid on folk- 
lore and legendary traits. Excepting a short 
paragraph on the 'life-grass' in chapter IV 
(Sources and Materials of the Gqngu-Hrolfs- 
saga), no study whatever is made of the rather 
numerous fairy-story motives present. Instead, 
the author goes on a wild-goose chase after 
possible geographic information in a Fornaldar- 
saga! Just as futile and aside of the point is 
the chapter on Gongu-Hr61f as an Historical 
Character: who that is acquainted with this 
lygisaga of lygisagas believes for a moment 
that there is more than the name in common 
between its hero and the historic character? 

In other respects also the work is unsatis- 
factory. In chapter II (Manuscripts of the 
Ggngu-Hrdlfssaga) one looks for information 
on the redactions, merit, and relationship of the 



various, mss., but gets only a catalog of mss. 
containing the saga. 

Furthermore, there are a number of impor- 
tant points about which there can be no two 
opinions. It is hard to see how the author 
could fail to note that the hero is but a slight 
variation from the favorite type of the fairy- 
story, the kdlbitr (male Cinderella) who is by 
no means 'surly' (p. 37) but a good-natured, 
long-suffering, generous fellow who keeps his 
own counsel and wins in the end against the 
greatest odds by his sheer luck, resourcefulness, 
and strength. The statement that " throughout 
GHS the practice of sorcery is represented as 
common and apparently legitimate" (p. 38) 
is not warranted. On the contrary, here as in 
all saga literature it is practiced by persons 
who do not have a claim on our sympathy. 
Most Fornaldarsagas, just as most fairy-stories, 
even those gathered in recent times, take no 
notice whatever of Christianity. This is by no 
means an " intentional omission " as the author 
thinks (p. 33), in order to place the story in 
prehistoric times. It only proves that it was 
composed in times when Christianity was so 
much a matter of course that the story teller 
does not bother to point out that its super- 
natural occurrences happen in a different 
sphere: — no more than does the fairy-story. 
The author wonders at the absence of 'the ele- 
ment of constant epithet' in 'this' saga, without 
realizing that the saga literature in general does 
not favor its use. The statement that the 
practice of shera upp heror (the sending around 
of the war-arrow) is a commonplace in For- 
naldarsaga literature (p. 42) does not betray 
very extensive reading in the sagas. 

Appended to the treatise are 1, a part of one 
version of the Gongu-HrSlfs rimur—oa. whose 
exceedingly slight merit I am entirely at one 
with the author; 2, a useful consideration of 
the vocabulary and style of GHS.; 3, the 
parallel passages of GES and Knytlingasaga; 
4, an alphabetical list of geographical names. 



L. M. Hollander. 



Madison, Wis. 



